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was not tried for perfidious speculation nor for plotting to climb
into Bismarck's place, but nevertheless these accusations,
skilfully circulated by Bismarck, who was all the time assuming
surprise and grief, did as much as anything to poison court and
diplomatic society against him.

Unfortunately for him, his next step was unwise. He appealed
against his sentence, which was'increased as a result. In 1875 a
pamphlet appeared, written anonymously but universally
attributed to him, entitled Pro Nihzlo, which, purporting to be
a defence of himself, was in reality a bitter attack on Bismarck.
Henceforth he was doomed. His offences were stigmatized as
high treason, and after a trial held in his absence, for he had fled
abroad, he was condemned to five years' penal servitude. These
five years were all he had to live. He passed them, not in prison
but in exile, passionately believing that the time would come
when he would be vindicated. On 19 May 1881 he died.1

xThis sketch makes no pretence to assess the vexed question of the measure
of Arnim's guilt. Such a study, however, is called for in view of the fuller
knowledge we now have of the part played by Holstein,